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Istook Announces Help for Domestic Oil Industry 
 

Washington, DC --  Congressman Ernest Istook (R-OK) announced that a consortium of 

Oklahoma universities, the Integrated Petroleum Environmental Consortium (IPEC), would 

receive $900,000 in a spending bill expected to pass the U.S. House today. 

Istook requested in June that the funds be included in the VA, HUD, and Independent 

Agencies Appropriations bill.  The purpose of the consortium, which includes the University of 

Tulsa, the University of Oklahoma, Oklahoma State University, and the University of Arkansas, is 

to examine ways of reducing the cost of compliance with environmental regulations for the 

petroleum industry.   

“We've lost too many oil patch jobs in America," said Istook, "because the cost of 

complying with environmental regulations makes it more attractive to move exploration and 

production overseas.  Domestic oil refineries have been shutting down for years due to those 

regulations.  This requires the EPA to help pay for finding some cost-effective solutions, 

working with our universities.   IPEC is a consortium to strengthen the domestic industry 

while also helping protect the environment.”  

IPEC was established in 1998 to find common-sense solutions and to develop new, cost-

effective technologies to help domestic producers lower the cost of complying with environmental  

regulations so that they can compete in the international market.  

IPEC's past successes include: 

--pioneering the use of vegetation to remediate oil-impacted soil; 

--demonstrating the technical feasibility of converting oil to natural gas in abandoned oil wells; 

--reducing the cost of remediating brine spills on soil and making damaged lands productive again. 

IPEC is the only existing regional, multi-state consortium solely dedicated to 

environmental technology development for the domestic petroleum industry.   
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